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The Building of a Speedway An Inside Story

January 4 d Villages
of Hemingway resi-
dent J. C. Miller, a
participant in the de-
velopment of lowa
Speedway, joined us
at our 2012 kick-off
meeting to review the
history of the speed-

lowa Speedway is a state-of-the-art 7/8 mile asphalt paved tri-oval race track and motorsports facility located in
Newton, lowa, 30 miles east of Des Moines, lowa. The track is owned and operated by U.S. Motorsport
Corporation and designed by former NASCAR Champion Rusty Wallace, now an anchor and analyst for ABC-
TVIESPN. lowa Speedway is designed for year-round use and includes 30,000 permanent grandstand seats.
It was designed as the first track in the world to protect fans and drivers through the use of SAFER barrier
technology surrounding the entire perimeter of the track.

wayoO6s origi
struction. As many of
you know, t
7/8 mile oval design
was heavily influ-
enced by NA
Rusty Wallace, and
was patterned after

Richmond International Speedway. Since its 2006 opening, the track has

hosted events sanctioned by Indycar, Indy Lights, NASCAR Camping World

Truck Series, NASCAR Nationwide Series, and ARCA. Majority ownership of

the track currently rests in the hands of Featherlite, Inc., with Rusty Wallace re-

taining a minority stake in the facility.

J.C. delighted our full house with a

struction, from initial planning discussions in 2004 to its inaugural race Septem-
ber of 2006. J.C. described many of his interac-
tions with Rusty Wall ac
struction, including Ru
of surface testing. One particular anecdote cen-
tered on Rusty running a Corvette on the clay sur-
face at full speed to check for problems and de-
tecting a high spot in one of the turns (later to be
known as fARustyds Hump)
over haul Anot her descr
with the location of the infield care center and his
orders to have it moved
T%e action will be (tur
$80,000. J.C. summed these anecdotes up with a
simple explanation: fi Ru

J.C. also discussed many of the tracks unique Tom ,
. . . . . J.C. Miller sharing lowa
characteristics, i ke 1t 0S spéedwdystoriddl | e
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The Building of a Speedwa&y An Inside Story (continued)

wanted it that AwaRskH®story, JiCtnstedRh8t- ence in car set-up to help him

stock car racing event, and shared some of the insights into

Fl what to expect this year. Robert also discussed some of the
happenings at the three race tracks he owns (New Smyrna
Speedway, Orlando Speedworld, and Columbia Raceway
Park), and fielded a number of questions from our group

about racing activities in and around Central Florida. For those of you not close to the organization and
myriad details of our many trips to FASCAR event
the focal point for us, and has gone out of her way repeatedly to make sure our events run smoothly. Our
Special Events committee has worked closely with her and has developed a great working relationship

with her through the years.

A Northeast Racing Great Makes a Visit

November 2 & Our November meeting also featured a guest visit from Carol Birch-
wale, all the way from Middletown, New York. Carol, a 15-year racing veteran who
campaigned on New Yorkds famed Orange
of club members Shirley and Arnold Birchwale, and brought with her a spectacular
array of memorabilia from her racing career, including videos of her performances
on Orange Countyds super fast oval . Si
of the country, it was a night of flashbacks as Carol narrated her accomplishments
on the track at Orange County and other venerable New York tracks.
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ing the first track to have club godfather Dick Anderson make the leap into higher competi-
SAFR barriers around the was on-hand at the speedway tive levels. fAOn |occ:
entire perimeter of the track  for its very first event. Dick commented, fDereklds
(ARusty i s-sup GafercBrfirmédtthls, reporting required him to be away during
consciouso), i thathdwadil fhctat theltricR testing times, so | got to drive the
(12-, 13-, 14-degree bank- for the USAR Hootard6sM®&np thatos |a f
ing), and the cameras em- Cup event in 2006 and the ‘
bedded in the track surface second event, the ARCA event s <
to provide a A aratfllond it ANk time, g ) '
goingo view of plchws serdifgbsaonsult- A
action. J. C. also shared ant to Strong Racing, the race 2,
some anecdotes about team owned by NBA star s
Rusty Wal |l aced DerékS@ohd Strbng, the first
sideo. .. 1 i ke hiNBA plafeft6 Juctdssfullyo N
with fans and workers atthe  transition into NASCAR racing, Derek Strongés 6p86 [ rame
site. |l ooked to Dickos e semp comglexityio dhersej-un.
Prelude to the Cup A Visit from FASCAR Royalty
‘} November 2 8 Two weeks before the 46th Annual Florida
Governorés Cup 200, we were [re:¢
the most prominent fixtures in the operation of the Florida As-
| sociation of Stock Car Automobile Racing (FASCAR). Kim
Brown (front left in photo), and Robert Hart (front right),
FASCARG6s President, gave us| an
iwhat is regarded by many as [l or
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The Reutimanns at Ocafa Youth Over Experience!

November 26 7 With the two cars
sitting on the front row at the start of
the August 26 UMP DirtCar Open at
Bubba Raceway Park in Ocala
boasting a combined age of over
120 years, the stage was clearly set
for a battle of experienced Open-
Wheel Modified drivers in pursuit of
the $4000 prize. Zephyrhills, Flor-

i dabds -dldveneralderBuzzie
Reutimann had the pole, with a
cagey veteran (Wayne Hammond)
on the outside an
NASCAR pro David Reutimann, di-
rectly behind him, and it was shap-
ing up to be a battle of experience.
And what a battle it was!

On the first lap, Hammond grabbed
the top spot from the elder Reuti-
mann, who was being dogged
closely by the younger Reutimann.
For the first 23 laps of the 50 lap
feature, it was an absolute mélée
among Hammond, the Reutimanns,
and one of Bubba
consistently fastest drivers, Kyle
Bronson, until a wreck prompted a
competition caution and brought the
field to a halt. On the restart, the
younger Reutimann grabbed the
lead from Hammond and quickly
built an impressive lead.

Meanwhile, Buzzie Reutimann, who
had started fourth on the restart, fell
as far back as sixth as a

result of a rear-end collision that
ejected his right rear spring onto the
track. The ensuing handling prob-
lems caused him to sacrifice horse-
power in favor of cornering, although
he never lost sight of the leaders.
Up front, David Reutimann,
Hammond, and Bronson waged

David Reutimann preparing to take
REh R PRGRPER] 5 o

a thrilling three-way fight that pro-
duced some of the best open-
wheel dirt racing of the season,
with Hammond lap after lap clos-
ing in turns one and two only to
succumb to Reuti
power as he exploded full throttle
down the backstretch.

In the end, it was David Reuti-

RARNLDY GRIYeNINYEE ko

Hammond, while Buzzie Reuti-
mann rebounded to an impres-
sive fifth-place finish.

I n his winner 6s
David Reutimann thanked the
fans at Bubba Raceway Park for
their dedicatio
fans understand what real rac-
ingbds all about
joked that d@Athi
|l 6ve won all vye
Buzzie, always a crowd favorite,
"oined David in
to share in the moment. It was
another satisfying night for the
Zephyrhills racing contingent! In
fact both of the Reutimanns were
viewing the event as a bit of a
tune-up for a November 26 David
rReuimadrsFoumdatios event
down at their

~

n

Bay Speedway in Gibsonton, FL
(Tampa area).

Topd David getting set to run
his heat race while Buzzie gets

David and Buzzie Reutimann share a
post-race moment

last minute instructions; Bot-
tomdBuzzi eds calr
some damage

showi ng
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